01344 


c. 1993/01/14 





RSM: See, you take the Tonkin Gulf as an illustration. I 
don't think the written record will be adequate. You would 
have to do-- just on that alone, and that's a very important 
element of the whole thing, because we did certain things 
there that, whether they were right or wrong, pointed to fu- 
ture action and shaped future decisions. You'd have to go 
back. I'll tell you in a moment my memory of it. But you'd 
have to go back and make extra-sure that my memory is cor- 
rect. And you'd have to talk to a lot of people. If I were 
going to do this, I'd have to have some reason to believe 
that some of these people would talk — I mean Cy Vance, 
McGeorge Bundy, Bill Bundy. I'm not going to agree to do 
anything with you until I go through that Bundy material, 



and I don / t have any time to do that for the next several 
weeks. I won't read it all, but I'll rifle through it and 
see what kind of a job it is. The fact that it isn't pub- 
lished leads me to think it's incomplete, at least in the 
mind of some publisher. I don't know why it hasn't been 
published. 

But, just on Tonkin Gulf, I get the first and second 
attacks mixed up. But I do know that by then I was skepti- 
cal of everything I heard. I had been through enough inci- 
dents in which it wasn't that anybody was trying to deceive 
me, but that it was that the facts were difficult to ascer- 
tain. The first reports were wrong and I was just skeptical 
about everything. And I was certainly skeptical about the 
attack taking place, and I personally got on the telephone 
with CINCPAC Sharp and, in effect, said I goddamn well want 
to know what the facts were and so on and so forth. 




